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artisans, who were working in wool The magis-
trates of the towns and the functionaries of the king,
who dispensed justice, did not refuse to persecute the
heretics, but it seemed to them entirely too severe that
any one should be put to death for a mere matter of
doctrine; they were content therefore to impose fines
or imprisonment. Philip insisted, and obliged them
to execute the heretics. At the same time he displeased
the seigniors of the Low Countries by having strang-
ers at the head of the government of the country,
Granvclle, from Franche-Comte, and the Spaniards.
It is well known how it ended in exciting the nobles
to revolt and how he crushed out the rebellion by send-
ing to the Low Countries the Duke of Alva with sev-
eral regiments of that Spanish infantry which no one
up to that time had been able to resist.

Philip II. hoped to again become king of England,
as he had been some time before, but his wife, Mary
Tudor, Queen of England, who had died without heirs.
Philip thought that he could induce Elizabeth to marry
him, and to become a Catholic. When he was obliged
to give up that idea, he tried to dethrone Elizabeth,
and to put in her place the Queen of Scotland, Mary
Stuart. At the same time he offered to lend his troops
to Catherine de' Medici, whose daughter he had mar-
ried, for the purpose of fighting the French Protes-
tants. He continued his conflict with the Moslems in
the Mediterranean, along the coast of Africa, at Malta,
and as far as Greece; it was a Spanish fleet which
won the victory of Lepanto (1571) over the Turkish
fleet.

During the early part of his reign he had labored